PREFACE
art, literature, religion, geographical and archeological
exploration, charity, hygiene, sport, etc.
A magnificent purpose, but the task which might tomor-
row be given to the United States would be more impor-
tant than any she has accomplished up till now; and that
is to help that part of the Western world which has lost
itself in revolution and has become incapable of governing
itself according to old political principles or according to
new ones, to find its bearings and restore peace and order to
the world by rediscovering either one or the other for itself.
Will this be possible? Shall we see Roosevelt become the
Alexander I of the new great crisis of Western history? This
book gives the real story of the Russian emperor, about
whom so many legends have been woven. He had many
faults, and he committed many errors, like his friend,
Talleyrand; but, in 1814, like Talleyrand, he attained the
topmost pinnacle of human grandeur to which the mighty
ones of this earth may aspire. Is there, for a simple mortal,
grandeur comparable to that which, in the case of these
two men, consisted in saving, through courage and intelli-
gence, an entire continent, which was in danger of being
lost in an interminable war, and in giving it courage, con-
fidence, order, and the chance to live and work in peace for
a century?
To the men who govern the United States today, and
behind them to all the American people, will soon be
offered the same glory and the same opportunity. They
will be offered on an even larger scale, for it will be a
question of snatching from fear, from disorder, from the
blind fury of wars which must be continued for the simple
reason that no one knows how to end them, not only a
continent, but the world itself. I am certain that neither
the American people nor its leaders will allow this oppor-
tunity to escape.
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